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question was raised whether, being Attorney General, he was eligible. Whereupon a committee was appointed " to search for precedents where any Attorney General to any King or Queen of this realm hath been chosen and served as a member of this House." By an odd accident it turned out that there was no precedent exactly in point. Privy Councillors had constantly been elected and served : King's Sergeants had been elected and served: King's Solicitors had been elected and served : and no objection had ever been taken. Nay, the Attorney General himself had, in the very last Parliament, served; but then he had been elected before he became Attorney General; and therefore his case was adjudged to be no precedent. Upon the report of the Committee to this effect, a long debate arose which ended in a resolution very creditable to Bacon personally, but singular as a constitutional decision ; namely, that for the present Parliament Bacon should be allowed to remain, but that after this Parliament no Attorney General should serve as a member of the House. The principle, therefore, that the Attorney General was ex officio ineligible (grounded of course, or pretended to be grounded, on precedent), was affirmed ; but a special exception was made in favor of the occasion and the man.
This, I say, was a bad omen of the disposition of the House towards the King's business. For it could not be doubted that the absence of any precedent exactly in point was merely an accident; while on the other hand it was not less plain that the course of precedents, rightly interpreted, was in favor of the Attorney's serving, and not against it. For upon what principle could he be excluded, that did not apply with equal force to the Solicitor and the rest of the Learned Counsel; and indeed to the Secretary of State and all the Privy Councillors? For they were all of them by their office as much engaged to the Crown as he ? Now the precedents
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